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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OcRBXz5MPPQ
http://guides.library.ucsc.edu/primarysecondary

RECOGNISING THE PURPOSE OF A SOURCE

<BACK TO TOP>

¢KS LzN1}2&asS 2F | &a2d2NOS NBFSNBR (2 gKIG GKS &a2daNOS g1
might use it for, as historianRemember: modern art is not made for future historians to look back on. Egjaglfyom
the past is hadly ever made so future historians can use it to see what the past wakolifigure out the purpose of a
source, you need to try as much as possible to get into the head of the person who was making it, at the time they wel
making it. Now ofcoursg/i I f 20 2F &aAddzr GA2ya &2dz 62y Qi 06S Fot$S 7
SadAYl GSX

1 ask yourself, who would have asked for the painting to be made? where would it be hung up?

0 mostly wealthy people could afford art in the past, so why wouldathy person want this art hanging?

Kinds of things that might be reasons for art in the past to be ifad® 2 yb&linited by these options!)

9 to flaunt the wealth of the person who owns it

to show something beautiful

to show a relaxing peaceful see

to brighten up the dingy indoors (remember there was no electricity until the 1800s)
to show religious stories or themes

to give an impression of peaceful countryside life

= =4 4 -4 A -

to make everyday life seem better than it was

Remember: paintings can be bias€dey might show life from the past as different from how it really was. Use what you
know about the past and question whether you can believe the image of the past the artwork is trying to suggest.

Look at the two examples and then complete the exeraisggur exercise book. List at least three possible purposes of th
source.
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Example #1.:

Possible purposes of the source:

1. to show how luxuriosithe lifestyle of the rich was
2. to show what wealthy women did with their days
3. To show the beautiful dresses women from the Middle Ages used to wear

Example #2:

Possible purposes of the source:

Remember, art was very expensive to make in the past. Rich people would commission art (have it made). So think, w
would a rich persondve this artwork made and hung on their wall?

1. To show what rural life was likeerhaps some rich ndarmers wanted this on their wall so they can see what other
people do

@l: ﬁ‘mﬁe © Ben Lawless 2015019



2. To show the types of technology that farmers useslhighlight the tehnologicalikk of the people
3. To show the drudgery and boredom that peasants had to put up Sdthich people can make fun of the poor peasants
and their baclbreaking work.

Exercise #1:

Possible purposes of the source:

© Ben Lawless 2015019
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Exercise #2:
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Possible purposes of thewsce:
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FINDING A RANGE OF SOURCES

<BACK TO TOP>

Find a range of sources, a least one website, one arlicyclopediantry, one book, one diagram, one image and one
video, and create a bibliography in correct Harvard format for ONE OF these topics of your choice:

1. Australian Federatioffind six sources)
2. The Water Cycl@ind six sources)
3. The Aztec Empir@ind six sources)

(Here is a link to a list of examples of Harvard formatting:

http://quides.library.vu.edu.au/content.php?pid=247460&sid=2073786
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http://guides.library.vu.edu.au/content.php?pid=247460&sid=2073786

EXPLAININGHISTORCALCONCEPTS

<BACK TO TOP>

It is great to use historical concepts in your writing about history. To show that you know what they mean, it can somet
be a good idea to define what they mean as you are writing about them. Libekeatamples below and complete the
exercises in your exercise book. In the exercises, try and define the \italidsas part of your sentence. Try and make
including the definition in the sentence seem natural. You might need to look up the defihgmme of the words.

Some historical concepts:

cause
change
civilisation
contact
continuity
cultures
economic
effect
empathy
equality
evidence
government
justice

law
perspectives
politics
power
revolution
significance
society

trade
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Example #1:
Using a historical concept: Civilisations learn things from other cultures by contact with them.

Using a historical concept while defining it: Civilisations learn things from other cultures by contdmmyjtivhich is
interacting with a different set of people through trade, war or something similar.

Example #2:
Using a historical concept: The Soviet Union started to have economic problems towards the end of the Cold War, bec
it was really expensive keep spending as much as the USA on defence.

Using a historical concept while defining it: The Soviet Union began to have economic problems in the Cold War. This
GKIFIG GKS G2a0FKt FY2dzyd GKSANI O2dzy i NB  O@tdzpéhd. ThisRvasdrGsly & |
because they were trying to spend as much as the USA on defence.

Exercise #1:
Using a historical concept: The Australian government tries to make laws that pezjuati¢y

Using a historical concept while defining it:

Exercise #2:
Using a historical concept: An important feature of early civilisations was their creajmreaiment

Using a historical concept while defining it:

Exercise #3:
Using a historical concept: Different historians have diffggergpectivesn how important ancient Greece was.

Using a historical concept while defining it:

Exercise #4:
Using a historical concept: Many people believe that Christopher Columbus sailing to America was one of the most
significantevents in world history.

Using a Istorical concept while defining it:

Exercise #5:
Using a historical concept: For centuries, societies have learnt from each other tinemiggh

Using a historical concept while defining it:

© Ben Lawless 2018019
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DISCUSSING THRELIABILITYOF A SOURCE

<BACK TO TOP>

Now that you know how to analyse a source, it is time to start being able to discuss how useful the source is at answe
historical questions. How useful a source is depends on what historical questions you ate snyswger. After all, an
Egyptian tomb is great at answering questions about Egyptian burial rituals but not about farming practices).

How useful a source is based on how reliable it is. How reliable something is just means whether it is good gugdity and
can trust it. Factors to think about when deciding if a source is reliable include:

91 Is the evidence in the source backed up by other evidence?
0 The more evidence there is for it, the more likely it is to be true
1 Isitfrom a believable source?
0 WhAMIAf Q a2dz2NDOS& I NB dzadz-tfte Y2NB ftAl1Ste G2 6S 68
0 More recent sources are more likely to be believable
9 Is the person who created the source an expert?
0 Experts are more likely to be believable (e.g. a historian, rdistjie
1 Isitunbiased?
o0 Examining the source, does it look like it is unfair to some group or point of view?
0 Think about the motivations of the person who produced the source

However, these things are NOT all equal. Some things are more important than Btiebably the most important thing is
whether or not the source tells you where it gets its information from.

{23 1y26Ay3a (GKS dzaSTdzZ ySaa 2F | a2d2NOS Oty 6S RAFFAO
source is, but we can tand estimate it. The most important thing is, whatever you think, back up what you are saying w
evidence from the source.

Have a look at the examples and then complete the exercises in your exercise book.

Note that in these examples it is assumed tiatlyQ R LINS @A 2dzaf & RA&AO0dzaaSR (GKS LK@
now moving on to analysing it.
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Discussion of the usefulness of the source to help us understand medieval city infrasffini$useurce is a water fountain
carved imo stone that was found in the ruins of a medieval village. It shows a small hole where water comes from
underground pipes. We know from other sources that some towns had this type of technology. It was developed by th
Romans so it must have still beeoward in the Middle Ages, which was after the Roman Empire fell. This source seems
quite believable because it is a physical structure located in a village that we have evidence to suggest that it was impi
AY YSRAS@GIt (GAYSad 2nh8fouRtaiyiQalf bui weknow tha the ploktBrasiiakeR bylan important
KAAG2NRAIYS K2 KrFha Ffaz2z YFRS 2G0KSNJ YSRASQOIt RA&A02OSN.
because it is a practical object. For these reasons, it seamnthif fountain is a good source of information about medieval
city infrastructure. It shows that they had underground pipes, which we know from studying the Romans must have ex
in the Middle Ages. It also shows that they used very sturdy mateeakse it is still standing about 500 years later.

© Ben Lawless 2018019
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Example#2
R Lo DL LI S T R
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Discussion of the usefulness of the source to help us understand medical practices in the MiddlesAg®stce is from a
book. It shows a person using some long black piece of material on the mouth of another person. This might be some
2F YSRAOIE 2NJ RSyidlf LINRPOSRAINB® 2SS R2y Qi (y2¢ OSNBf Y
this long black piece of material elsewhere. We cannot see enough of the text in the source to know if it tells us anythii
Fo2dzi GKS LAOGIINBT a2 (KFd R2SayQi KSfLI dza FAYR edzi
rare in the Middle Ages, and it seems unlikely that someone would go to all the trouble -@bpgimdy a book to show a
YSRAOIFfT LINY OQGAOS GKIFG ¢lFayQid NBIFEX a2 LISNKFLBA GKAa A
monk, andve know that clergy were often medical people in the Middle Ages so he might have had some expert know

of medical procedures. There does not look to be much bias in the spitiisgust a picture of a person performing some
procedure on someone &s> &2 (GKSNB R2SayQid 221 tA1S GKSNB Aa I
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Exercise #1:
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Discussion of the usefulness of the source to help us understand the rise of towns and cities in the Middle Ages:

Exercise #2:

Discussion of the usehdss of the source to help us understand medieval architecture:

© Ben Lawless 2018019
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Exercise #3:

Discussion of the usefulness of the source to help us understand the clothing in rural medieval towns:
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DESCRIBING THE PURPOSE OF A SOURCE

<BACK TO TOP>

Recognising the purpose of a source is a really great step in being good at analysing sources. The next step is being «
describe that purpose in detail. For this activity, instead of giving dot points, you are to pick one purpose and witite abo
Ay TFdzZt aSyiaSyoOSao wSyYS Yia SuNvhatkhe gurpaséddthedgdusce i8, thalke dur2 yo irite]
fA1S GKIFIG Ay @2dzNJ RSAONARLIIA2Y X dzaAAYy3d LIKNIasSa tA1S ao
thanyou are! Also, givevidencéfF NB Y (G KS LIAOGdzZNE G2 ol O1 dzLJ 6KIF G &2 dzQNB
S Ol yQi @®enThzMienceNBm theypainting igéu, and the overall purpose islitue.

Look at the two examples, @dthen complete the exercises in your exercise book.

Example #1

T T P 2T

Description of purpose of the source: This large miurahtdepict a really important city from the Middle Ag#¢e can see

a lot ofbeautifully made buildinga this picture. There is@ocession of important looking people (because some of them
are being led on horsebgghkvhich suggests the city is important. The wisblepe of the paintinig shaped in the same

way as a city, whicinightmean the painting is demonstrating how sigaificthis city is.

} .
b LA N
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Description of purpose of the source: This tapestry stagwscession of people carrying someone to a chufran this

reason, it is that the purpose of this source is toosv an important historical event, possititg death of a king or
another important persc® ¢ KS 62 NRA& 2 YORPKSEADWARSIHEEBIB G mA @K aO2dz R YSI
of King (Regis) Edward (EADWARDI). This might be an important king of a European country. Other evidencehsiigges
this is an important funeral atbe people bringing food, and the crowd of people in the background.

Exercise #1
AV NS

b S VRN

Description of purpose of the source:

Exercise #2

Description of purpose of the source:
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DESCRIBING HOW THE ARTISTIC STYLE OF A ROB ADDS
MEANING

<BACK TO TOP>

Being able to describe a source in detail is great! The next step is being able to make some comment about the style
NI dzaSR Ay GKS &d2dNOS® ¢KAA QAily 08O dzadA & 2ANANPES | 6K &
about artistic styles. Below is some information on this kind of stuff. Next there are two examples of describingdhe arti:
style of a source, then there are some examples that you should doinyouré&x&c 6 221 ® C2NJ G KA A& S
that you had already described the source in detail already; these exercises are aimed at getting you to be able to do
nextstep¢ describing the artistic style of a source.

© Ben Lawless 2015019

VEEXRRG



1he Elements of Design

(the tools to make art)

Horizontal, vertical, diagonal

Llne Straight, curved, dotted, broken
Thick, thin

2D (two dimensional})/ {lat
Geometrie (square, circle, oval, triangle)
Organic (all other shapes)

Shape

3D ‘three dimensional
F()I‘ Geometric (cube, sphere, cone

Organic all other forms such as:

people, animals, tables, chairs, ete

Refers to the wavelengths of light
. Refers to hue mame ), value (highimess/ darkness
COlou |§ intensity saturation, or amount of pigment),

and temperature \warm and cool
Relates to tint, tone and shade

The feel, appearance, thickness,
Textu re or stickiness of a surface

(for example: smooth, rough, silky, lurry)

The area around. within. or between
S[)ace images or parts ol an image

Relates to perspective

Positive and negative space

The darkness or lightness of a color. White
added to a color makes it a fint. Black added
to a color makes it a shade.

Value

. o>

2 »
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